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T
he current EU Regulation

2092/91 has been amended

many times, resulting in a text

that has become somewhat convo-

luted. It has recently been subjected to

a complete review, leading to a pro-

posal for a new regulation. On pre-

senting the proposal, Mariann Fischer

Boel, Commissioner for Agriculture

and Rural Development, said: ‘It will

become much easier now for consum-

ers to recognise organic products and

understand their environmental and

animal welfare benefits. The current

rules will be replaced by simpler,

more transparent ones. They will de-

fine objectives and principles for or-

ganic production, clarify labelling

rules and regulate imports, to guaran-

tee that consumers know what they

are buying and that farmers know pre-

cisely what rules to follow.’

It is proposed that the new regula-

tion will apply from 1 January 2009,

but that the new rules on imports will

come into force on 1 January 2007.

The proposal will go through the nor-

mal consultative procedures and pos-

sible revisions before adoption by the

Council. The process, which will in-

clude the EU Parliament making a re-

port on it, will be concluded when  the

Council makes its decision, probably

within 6-12 months.

 �����
�
�����!�"����#���������
�����#�

������


The proposed new regulation is a

framework document and does not

contain the type of detail found in the

current regulation. For instance, there

are no lists of approved inputs and,

except for wild products, there are no

specific conversion periods (these will

be set later on). Although there are re-

quirements for the use of organic feed

and seeds, a whole chapter (chapter

4), is devoted to ‘flexibility’, and it

states that exceptions can be made to

the feed and seed requirements. Other

The proposed new regulation is a framework

document and does not contain the type of detail

found in the current regulation.


