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I
n a letter issued to all UK

importers the United Kingdom

Register for Organic Food Stand-

ards (UKROFS), the UK certification

authority for organically produced

food, informed importers of the fol-

lowing:

• All current authorisations from the

US/USDA accredited certifiers will

expire on 20 October 2002.

• Authorisations for produce in-

spected and/or certified by bodies

that are already or are about to be-

come fully compliant with the Na-

tional Organic Program (NOP)  may

be withdrawn earlier than 20 Octo-

ber.

• Authorisations for produce in-

spected and/or certified by bodies

that will be fully in compliance with

the NOP after 21 October will not

be extended until the equivalency

assessment of the NOP has been

completed.

• New authorisations for produce in-

spected and/or certified by bodies

that are fully in compliance with the

NOP will not be granted until the

equivalency assessment of the NOP

has been completed.

• Decisions about authorisations for

produce inspected and/or certified

by bodies accredited under the NOP

but who have private standards as

well, will be made on an individual

basis.

This action by UKROFS is not un-

expected, and comes in anticipation of

the US National Organic Program

coming into full effect on 21 October

2002. Accordingly, all products la-

belled as organic in the US or im-

ported as such into the US must com-

ply with the NOP. The EU similarly

requires products labelled as organic

in the EU to comply with Council

Regulation 2092/91 or an equivalent

system for imports. Equivalency of

the US organic standards with EU

standards is currently not established.

The USDA, according to

UKROFS, has applied to the Euro-

pean Commission for recognition un-

der Article 11(1) of Regulation 2092/

91. The EU, it states, is taking the

EU and USDA organic trade
disruptions expected

EU import authorisations for products from the US/USDA
accredited certifiers will expire on 20 October 2002, the day
before the US National Organic Program comes into effect.

How will this impact organic trade in the two regions?

All products labelled as organic in the US or imported as

such into the US will have to comply with the National

Organic Program.


